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Cheltenham High School

Class Rank and Course Weight
Recommendations
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Collaborative meetings and recommendations began in
the 2019-2020 school year with input from:
○
○
○
○

CHS Counselors
CHS Department Chairs
CHS Administration
Director of Secondary Education
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The team formed their recommendation based
upon data from Montgomery County High
Schools, experience at Cheltenham High
School, college admissions processes, and
research of best practices.
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Montgomery County High Schools Course Weight and Class Rank
High School

Academic

College
Prep

Honors

Advanced
Placement

Class
Rank
Y/N

Abington

N/A

4.0

4.6

5.0

Plans to
eliminate

Cheltenham

N/A

4.0

5.0

6.0

Y

Hatboro-Horsham

4.33

5.33

6.33

7.33

Eliminating
21-22

Lower Merion

N/A

4.0

5.0

5.0

N

Jenkintown

N/A

Lower Moreland

N/A

N
4.33

+.075 per credit

+.15 per credit

N
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Montgomery County High Schools Course Weight and Class Rank
High School

Academic

College
Prep

Honors

Advanced
Placement

Class
Rank
Y/N

Plymouth Whitemarsh

N/A

4.0

5.0

5.5

N

Springfield

N/A

4.0

4.5

5.0

Y

Upper Dublin

N/A

4.0

5.0

5.0

N

Upper Merion*

N/A

4.0

.2 per credit

.2 per credit

N

Upper Moreland

N/A

4.3

4.8

5.3

Y

Wissahickon

N/A

4.0

.05 per credit

.10 per credit

N

*Upper Merion has a max of .8 credit total AP/H per school year
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CHS Course Weight Recommendation
Proposed Course Weight
Beginning 2021-2022

Current Course Weight
Course Level

Weight

Course Level

Weight

Career and College Prep

4.0

Career and College Prep

4.0

Honors

5.0

Honors

4.5

Advanced Placement

6.0

Advanced Placement

5.0

Class Rank Recommendation
●

Beginning with the 2021-2022 school year, Cheltenham High School will
eliminate the calculation of class rank.

●

Every college and university has its own policy regarding class rank —
some schools assign more importance to the number than others. But
across the board, class rank has lost some of its relevance.

●

As more high schools have abandoned rankings, colleges have placed
less importance on them, which in turn encourages high schools to
drop them.
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Class Rank Recommendation
●

Class rank was once a major component in admission decisions. But
according to a recent report by the National Association for College
Admission Counseling (NACAC), more than half of all high schools no
longer report student rankings.

●

Class rank is calculated based on GPA. Students choose not to
broaden their high school experience because most elective courses
do not carry the same weight as Honor or Advanced Placement courses.
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Class Rank Recommendations

National Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC) Admission Trends Surveys, 2007-08 through 2018-19
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Class Rank Recommendation
● Admissions offices have expressed that class ranking may cause students
to take courses that they are not interested in just to try to increase their
GPA.
○ In the process, it can cause students to neglect taking electives that
they might truly enjoy, like maybe theater or band.
○ Students may take an extra heavy load of honors and AP courses in
pursuit of a high class rank and the additional homework load may
keep students from taking part in valuable extracurricular activities.
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Class Rank Recommendation
●

The average share of students in public and private institutions who submitted
class rank declined about 10 points between 2007 and 2017. Highly selective
colleges (i.e., those that accept no more than 25% of applicants), saw a
14-point decline over the same period. Ivy Plus schools recorded a 22-point
drop.

●

The Ivy Plus Universities include schools that have the same reputation for a
competitive admissions process, academic excellence, and social prominence
compared to the Ivy League. These schools include Stanford University in
California, Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Massachusetts, University
of Chicago in Illinois, and Duke University in North Carolina.
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Class Rank Recommendation

Example:
● According to the Harvard Crimson annual survey, of the
students who received a class rank, 75.7% reported
graduating in the top 2% of their high school class.
However, only 68.5% of matriculants attended a high school
that reported class rank at all.
● In 2019, Swarthmore said that only 44% of incoming
students provided class rank in 2018.
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Class Rank Recommendation

Example:
● Admissions officials at Johns Hopkins University, one of the most selective
schools in the country, consider applicants regardless of class rank. “Many
factors go into the admissions process and we already consider students
from schools that rank students and schools that do not.”
● The University of Maryland assesses work experience, standardized test
scores and 24 other factors as part of its “holistic review process,” said
Shannon Gundy, executive director of undergraduate admissions. Class rank
is one of them, but there’s no penalty for applicants who don’t provide that
number.
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Class Rank Recommendation
● Cheltenham High School is one of five area high schools who calculate
class rank. Most schools are eliminating class rank.
● Since class rank is not required by institutions of higher education for
admissions, we recommend to discontinue the antiquated practice of
ranking students.
● We believe that the benefits of eliminating class rank outweigh any
disadvantages.
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Resources
Guskey, T. (2014). Class rank weighs down true learning.
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How Important is Class Rank in High School for College
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Rankings
The Case for Abolishing Class Rank
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