
 

Reading Expectation:  
● Students entering fifth and sixth grade need to read one fiction text over the summer.  

 
Writing Expectation: 

● Students need to complete two prompts from the provided list.  
● Each response needs to be at least one paragraph in length.  

 
Book Selections for Summer Reading: 

● The One and Only Ivan (Katherine Applegate): When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for 
years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added 
to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life. 

 
● A Long Walk to Water (Linda Sue Park): When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village 

in 1985, eleven-year-old Salva becomes separated from his family and must walk with other 
Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya in search of safe haven. 
Based on the life of Salva Dut, who, after emigrating to America in 1996, began a project to dig 
water wells in Sudan. 

 
● Me & Miranda Mullaly (Jake Gerhardt): The fates of three eighth grade boys converge in 

biology class one day, as each falls desperately in love with the same girl. 
 

● Brown Girl Dreaming (Jacqueline Woodson): The author shares her childhood memories 
and reveals the first sparks that ignited her writing career in free-verse poems about growing up 
in the North and South.  

 
● Booked (Kwame Alexander): Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon 

learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to 
impress the girl of his dreams.  

 
● Ghost (Jason Reynolds): Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for 

an elite middle school track team. He must stay on track, literally and figuratively, to reach his full 
potential. 

 
● The Inquisitor’s Tale (Adam Gidwitz): Crossing paths at an inn, thirteenth-century travelers 

impart the tales of a monastery oblate, a Jewish refugee, and a psychic peasant girl with a loyal 
greyhound, the three of whom join forces on a chase through France to escape persecution. 

 
● See You in the Cosmos (Jack Cheng): Eleven-year-old Alex Petroski, along with his dog, 

Carl Sagan, makes big discoveries about his family on a road trip and he records it all on a 
golden iPod he intends to launch into space. 

 
*Summaries credited to Titlewave 
 
 



 
 
 
Fiction Prompts (Choose two from the following): 
 

1. What is the point of view of the story?  How would the narrative have been different if it 
was written from another point of view?  Use evidence from the text to support your 
response. 

  
2. What is the theme of the story?  Use evidence from the text to support your response. 

Explain how the evidence supports the theme.  
 

3. What are the traits of the main character in the story?  How do you know?  Is it through 
dialogue, thoughts, actions, or the author’s description?  Do the character’s traits change 
from the beginning of the book to the end?  Use evidence from the text to support your 
response.  

 
4. Does the main character face any conflict throughout the story?  If so, what are the 

problems and how are they resolved?  Were you surprised by the outcome of the 
conclusion?  Why or why not?  You may choose another character as opposed to the 
main character if necessary.  Use evidence from the text to support your response.  

 
5. While reading, did you find the characters and their problems and or relationships to be 

believable?  Why or why not?  Use evidence from the text to support your response.  
 

6. If you could rewrite the ending of the story, how would you change it?  What would the 
characters say and or do?  Why did you decide to change the ending in this way?  

 
Each response should include the following:   
 

● Clear topic sentence that provides an answer to the prompt. 
● Explanation of the topic sentence. 
● Quotes or evidence from the text to support your response.  
● Multiple sentences that offer analysis of the text based on the prompt.  
● Clear conclusion statement.  

 
 
Type your one (1) paragraph responses in Google Docs, Word, or Pages.  You may also 
neatly handwrite your responses and submit them to your Reading Language Arts 
teacher during the first week of school.  
 
 


